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Contacting the MLS Resource Sharing Office 
 

 

Please feel free to contact staff at the MLS Resource Sharing  
office with any questions or concerns you may have regarding 
our service.  Resource Sharing staff is available Monday - Friday 
8:30 ς 5:00.  

The MLS Resource Sharing office can be contacted via 

¶ Phone  (630) 734-5160 

¶ Fax   (630) 734-5050 

¶ Email  metroill@mls.lib.il.us   

The MLS ILL mail list address is mls-ill@mls.lib.il.us  To subscribe, 

send an email to MLS-ILL-request@mls.lib.il.us with "subscribe" 

in the subject line of your message. Once you have subscribed, 

feel free to initiate and contribute to ILL discussions.  

You can view our blog and subscribe to the RSS feed at 

 http://resourcesharingblog.mls.lib.il.us/ 

 

For more information about MLS Resource Sharing  visit our web 

site at: 

 http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/index.asp 

mailto:metroill@mls.lib.il.us
mailto:mls-ill@mls.lib.il.us
mailto:MLS-ILL-request@mls.lib.il.us
http://resourcesharingblog.mls.lib.il.us/
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/index.asp
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ά¸ƻǳǊ tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ /ŀǊŘέ .ǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ  

The MLS Resource Sharing Service publishes and supplies free of 

charge to the MLS suburban membership a brochure defining 

the three major services of Resource Sharing:  

¶ Interlibrary Loan 

¶ Reciprocal Borrowing 

¶ Union List of Serials 

wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ ά¸ƻǳǊ tǳōƭƛŎ 

[ƛōǊŀǊȅ /ŀǊŘέ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘΣ tƻƭƛǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ 

Arabic.  To request a supply for your library either call the MLS 

Resource Sharing office at (630) 734-5160 or request a supply 

online at: 

http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/supply_request.asp 

http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/supply_request.asp
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MLS Resource Sharing CE Opportunities 

 

The Resource Sharing office usually sponsors one workshop or 
forum per month; please view the MLS Calendar for specifics at 
 http://www.mls.lib.il.us/calendar/index.cfm. Resource Sharing 
Continuing Education events can be found by searching the title 
ά[ŜǘΩǎ ¢ŀƭƪ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎΦέ  
 
Resource Sharing workshops and hands on training sessions are 
usually free of charge.  Library staff can register online for any 
of these events by using the CE Calendar. 
 
 
Some previous topics have included: 
¶ How to write an ILL Policy 
¶ ILL Practices, Policies, and   
  Procedures 
¶ Reciprocal Borrowing 
¶ WorldCat Resource Sharing 
¶ Resource Sharing for School  
 Libraries.  
¶ SWAN ILL Statistics 
 
 

 
Requesting a Site Visit 
 
MLS Resource Sharing staff are available to visit your library for 
individualized training and/or consultation. Please use the form 
available on our website to schedule a visit at your convenience.   
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/site_visit_request.asp  

http://www.mls.lib.il.us/calendar/index.cfm
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/site_visit_request.asp
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MLS Reciprocal Access Policy 

 

The MLS Reciprocal Access Policy defines the privileges and 

responsibilities of an MLS member library as related to 

interlibrary loan and reciprocal borrowing. 

It is expected that each library will participate in reciprocal 

access as completely as possible within any organizational or 

legal limitations that may be necessary. 

 

Please refer to the MLS Reciprocal Access Policy, as approved by 

the MLS Board of Directors on March 19, 2007, for specifics. 

h t t p : / / w w w . m l s . l i b . i l . u s / r e s o u r c e _ s h a r i n g / p d f /

Reciprocal_Access_Policy_March_2007.pdf  

To facilitate reciprocal access, MLS has created a Reciprocal 

Access Policy Directory which includes interlibrary loan, 

photocopy and reciprocal borrowing policies of the membership. 

http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/ill/dl-search.asp 

 

Search the Reciprocal Access Policy 

 Directory for: 

¶ interlibrary loan policies 

¶ photocopy policies 

¶ reciprocal borrowing policies 

http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/pdf/Reciprocal_Access_Policy_March_2007.pdf
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/pdf/Reciprocal_Access_Policy_March_2007.pdf
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/pdf/Reciprocal_Access_Policy_March_2007.pdf
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/ill/dl-search.asp
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/ill/dl-search.asp
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/ill/photocopy-search.asp
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/ill/rbp-search.asp
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What is Reciprocal Borrowing? 

Reciprocal Borrowing is a program that allows patrons with a 

valid public library card to borrow materials from another public 

library. In Reciprocal Borrowing the patron travels to the 

material. Reciprocal Borrowing among the regional library 

systems of Illinois is governed by the Illinois Intersystem  

Reciprocal Borrowing Covenant .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Interlibrary Loan? 

 

According to the American Library Association, Interlibrary Loan 

Code for the United States: ά!ƴ LƴǘŜǊƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƭƻŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ōȅ 

which a library requests material from, or supplies material to, 

another library.έ In Interlibrary Loan the material travels to the 

patron. For more information about what codes, policies, or 

standards apply to ILL activity please check 

  http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/loans.asp   

file:///P:/common/ILLWEB/IllinoisIntersystemReciprocalBorrowingCovenant.pdf
file:///P:/common/ILLWEB/IllinoisIntersystemReciprocalBorrowingCovenant.pdf
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/loans.asp
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Reciprocal Borrowing Overview  

 

Reciprocal Borrowing support includes the debiting/crediting of 

libraries for Reciprocal Borrowing losses, transmitting delinquent 

Reciprocal Borrowing patrons to one of two collection agencies 

upon request of the member library,  providing consulting 

support for Reciprocal Borrowing questions, visiting member 

libraries for individualized training, and presenting Continuing 

Education events on the topic for the membership on a regular 

basis.   

Reciprocal Borrowing support for MLS suburban member 

libraries is coordinated by Edlyn LeFevour, MLS Reciprocal 

Borrowing Facilitator.    

Edlyn  can be contacted Mondayτ

Friday  8:30 am τ 4:30 pm via  

¶ Phone  (630) 734-5161 

¶ Fax  (630) 734-5050 

¶ Email  lefevoure@mls.lib.il.us  

 

 

 

For more information about Reciprocal Borrowing, please visit 

our web site at 

 http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/reciprocal_borrowing.asp .  

mailto:lefevoure@mls.lib.il.us
http://www.mls.lib.il.us/resource_sharing/reciprocal_borrowing.asp

